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BACKGROUND 
I 

The followmg mtervrew was conducted 1 thru 10 September 1996 between 

Lieutenant Colonel Kevm Brrckhouse, Umted States Mat-me Corps, and the former 

Premier of the State Councrl of The People’s Republic of Chma, The Honorable Zhou 
I I 

Enlar The sites for the mterviews were rotated m order to protect the SubJect from too 
I 

much scutmy and mterrupnon The mitral mtervlew took place m the great receptton hall 
I 

of the Chmese Embassy m the Kalorama area of Washmgton DC The most frmtful of the 

$ubsequent sites was Roosevelt Island m the Potomac Rrver The Premier likened his 

1 
fondness of the outdoors to that of the former president for whom the island 1s named and 

I 
at;tnbuted his personal apprecratlon of nature to hu first bp to Japan rn 1917 and, to no 

small extent, l-us parucrpauon m the “Long March” All the drscussrons with the Premier 

were electromcally taped to facllnate blographrcal sketch accumulatrons m the rlllthor’s 
I 

personal bbrary Out of a necessity for brevity the followmg 1s dn edited transcnpuon of 
I I 

those tapes In as much as this mtervrew was granted some hventy year after the death of 

its SubJect some favor;lbly selfish hindsight by the Premier may be expected and perhaps 

w&-ranted It 1s my hope that my gross mconsrstencles wrth reality dnd hrstorrcd fact. dt 

1e;ist ds they appex today, be grdcrously accepted by the reader with d gram of s& and d 

sympdthetrc understmdmg of the dlfticulty m mangrng the mtexvlew 

Bnckhousc/Alcu~ndn~- VX 
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Brtckhouse Ouestron Mr. Premier, we at the Xatronal War College of the United 

States are studymg the fundamentals of statecraft and m so doing have been given a list of 
/ I 

mtematronal statesman for analysis of then skills Because of the relanvely short nature of 
/ I 

the’analysls we’ve been Qrected to look at the various mdividuals m the context of a 

major policy event which illustrates their grand strategic desrgn and to determme therr 
I 

success or falure m meetmg their pohcy objectives. The “defimng event” or “sigmficant 

lllu’stratlon” of the statecraft proffered by the college as your parucular conbbution to 

your country and the world 1s the “Opening of China to the West” Do you agree with 

this example as the high pomt of your career3 

Zhou Enhu Answer Colonel, you must forgive me but presumptuousness and 

arrogance are two typically American traits with which I hm most familiar I say 

presumptuousness because your country unfathngly presumes to idenufy what is a 

/ 
defjnrng moment for other socretres, cultures and crvllzzatlons through the pnsm of purely 

/ 

Amencan bias and experiences And I scty arrogance because your dehnmon of statecrtit 

mcbudes only those thmgs which can be successfully wedged or convernently overlord onto 
I 

some preexistmg template or model You build a pxadigrn of Amenccln experience and 
I 

preludices and fail to understand the frequency or r&onale of other n&ion s failures when 

applied to your constructs Additionally, I behevc the use of such models obviates 



ongmahty of thought by your students and forces them consrstently to mrsmeasure wnh 

I 
thei same yardsnck 

I 
Categoncally though, m the ongmal vem of your questron, I would have to say 

that the opening of China to the West was never m my mmd, or that of Chairman Mao’s, 

our deflmng moment or Grand Stratagem It may well have happened sooner or very 

conceivably much later But its mevnablhty m today’s modem world would never have 

been misplaced by the Chanman or myself I would say that my defmmg success as a 

I 
statesman would be Chma’s very successful sldesteppmg of your country’s pohcy of 

contamment and the eventual recogmuon of Beijing as the rightful seat of Chinese 
I 

leadershrp and goverment 

The key to understanding the reopemng of Chma’s doors to the west m the 

context of our collective Chinese statecraft or my partmular diplomacy IS that the event 

transpired when China was prepared for rt, not when Moscow, London, Tokyo or 
I 

Washington willed it. It happened when I, with the concurrence of Chtirman Mao. 

scnpted rt to happen based on my perceptron of rts aggregate effect throughout the world 

I 

1 The secret meetmgs which took place m July 197 1 with Dr Kissmger were not 

Just happenstance I know that m our Joint draftmg of the Shangha Commumque dunng 

that 71 visit Dr l&singer was most concerned that we not portray the L-mted States ds ;L 

sup,plrcant to the Chinese, p~rucularly while your young soldiers and Manes were 

righting and dymg m Vlet Yam Our go&s were much brodder md our 3udrence much 

bigger than that I wu surprised dnd not rl little dlsappomted in Dr Kissinger’s 

dlsmgenuousness 
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It 1s a parncularly annoymg western tran to wrap onesself up 111 peripherals whch 

haie no slgmhcant bearmg on the sahent issues Beggmg your forbearance, Colonel, I 

have to say that wnh the exception of George Kennan and perhaps Henry’s fleetmg 

moments of prescience, Amencan statesman are not noted for their preparation of the 

field m anucrpauon of the game Jnn Bakeis savorr faire and Warren Christopher’s 

chunshness not wlthstandmg, your statesman always seem involved m some pickup game 
I 

of ball There 1s no readily apparent cogency or consrstency to your foreign policy. 

Instead of wondenng who might wm credit for the first round of rapprochement with 

China, Henry might have more astutely attempted to figure the why, the when and the 

where of our strategy Instead he seemed prematurely occupied wrth castmg for personal 
I 

cor/apansons to Mettemich 

Brickhouse Ouestlon- Are you suggestmg then sir that Amencans hdve dn mherendy 
I 

narrow or narve view of the world order and how n is reahsucally achieved ad 

mamtamed? 

Zhou En1a.r. Answer You must understand that of all the large countries, we Chinese xe 

the imost aware of the dmbiguihes of statecraft. Dr Derbel’s model for foreign affarrs 

strategies , despite its Amencan parochrahsms, at least defines, displays and explores the 

mterreldtionshrps and interdependence of true statescraft I undersmd that Delbel holds a 

chair at your college, no smclll wonder that your faculty 1s so enunored with the model / 
I 

and] I& architect. Nonetheless _ 

I / The challenge to jou Amencans 1s to understmd and USC the breath oi Delbel’s 

model as we Chmese do You must plum its depths to see it a that multldlmensronal, 



repeuuve construct analogous to say _ the hall of mirrors at Versdles \+here every 

image, though clearly seen, 1s itself merely repetmve and a reflecbon of that which 

precedes and surrounds it The nuances of every social, economic. polmcal, ldeologlcal, / 

mJltansuc or fiscal pohcy must be lad on Delbel’s rack to be nvlsted and quartered to 

understand rts full meaning m the meetmgs of men To view the openmg of our doors to 

Henry tissmger and &chard Nzxon as some seemmgly asequenual, amorphous act of 

stafesmanshlp without understanding its effect on the Soviets, Tibetans, Indians and 

Pa@stams, mdeed all the world, 1s at best a snnphstlc view Nor does rt allow me the 

credit I deserve for contnvmg it 

Bnckhouse- Ouestron: 
I 

If you’ll excuse my candor, you sound very smug as you relate 

yotir mampulahon of the players pnor to the decision by fissmger on Nixon’s behti 

Zhou Enlal Resnonse Honestly I wds a little surpnsed dt Amencd for commg forward 

ds 1; did, albeit secretively; as it tned to extradite itself from Vlemam I enjoyed meetmg 

with Mr fissmger and enjoyed his and Mr Lord’s attempt to obfuscate the obvious, but 

frod my perspective the opening of our doors was lust Another step toward assunng 

Chtid’s mdrvldu&ty Another very successful demonstrdtion of Chrna’s growmg 

“mdependence” It was the &non cclll of China s commitment not to be d part of dny 

world power struggle Not to be port or p;trcel to dny preconcelxed b&ncc of power 

We +re not, nor did we &spire to be, d Super Power China has gone to great lengths to 

Insure Its independence and most Importantly to foster independence m others countnes 



and governments I personally have visited over sixty small countrres to encourage their 

self-reliance, to encourage their mutual partxrpauon m the great Federanon of the world 
I 
I 

You’re the student of statecraft, Lieutenant Colonel Brtckhouse, you tell me. how many 

times did Ronald Reagan go to D~aitarta, Ghana, Tanzania or Gabon? How many times 

did George Bush or William Clinton go to Guatemala or El Salvador? I was chagrmed to 

see where Jimmy Carter sent Ms. Lillian and Roselyn What do you thmk the presidents 

and mmisters of those countrres told then cittzens9 The vrsit by these two female relatives 

of me Amemxtn president zdennfies our place m the world of natronsy I do not mix or 

confuse sennmentahsm with the very real challenges of statecraft. We Chinese understand 

the’ spn-n of opportunity, of fairness, of being allowed to walk our own mdividual 

nanonalistx path, encouragmg others to seek then own identify bereft of the threat from 

some *‘ balance of power”, some brlaterally sanctioned “hegemony *’ 

I 
I 
I Incidentally I was not attempting to be coy or obtuse m reference to Henry or 
I 

Mr; Lord, but Amenca needed the rapprochement with Chmd much more than China wrth 
/ 

the United States at that particular nme m history Your president Nrxon wti. mspite of 
I 

his now chronicled faA.ngs, a true mtematronallst who I believe felt the need for another 
I 

primary player on the mtemanonal stage Someone to confuse the Sovrets’ attention It IS 

unfortunate that he and hrs frontman misunderstood Chma’s true role I We & d sovereign 
I 

state never intended to ply the murky water of hegemony Indeed the Charman and I 
I 

took d vehemently dun view of the Soviets’ SOCI~ rmpen&m. Those were not Chinese 

troclps frghung m Afgh3nrsm They were not Chmese treks m first Ethiopia. Somah~ and 

Entra ?Jor were our mlssrles ever on the shores of the Caribbean or the D;inube 
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My goal as spokesman and representatrve of the Chmese people was never to 

misrepresent her as a Fn-st or even Second Tier World Power We were snnply China and 
/ 
I 

oui- role was solely that as participant of “umted front pohtrcs. . It is true that we have a 
I 

vigorous foreign aid program to which I personally paid close heed It is also true that our 

aid has never been offered under the guise of friendshIp with the real mtent of gamermg 
I 

the recipients‘ fealty for some obscure future motive I believe that history has thus far 

borne me out The new realism IS not that of power pohtrcs as waged between the old 

Soyiet Union and yourselves, but rather the newfound mdependence and self-rehance of 
I 
I 

those Third Tier countries China has sought to help 

If you look at what remains of the former Sovret Union today you ~111 see that 
I 

their strategies were flawed and then assets of national power grossly mrsused. My 

stritegy, Mao’s strategy, mdeed China’s strategy is one of equrhbnum not balance of 

power between a handful of powerful states The Soviets never established the 
1 

independence of their friends They never assisted m fostermg self reliance xrd instead 

built a base of client states mdentured to then economy dnd they r~s prophetrzed went 

I 
bankrupt m the process. Fmancntlly, pohucally, economrcally and ideologically our 

former commumst brothers ceased to exist m an appreciable sense on the world stage A 

stage they fought so long to influence and control I beheve the Soviets md the 

Americans xe undtsciphned and the latter, hke the former, will eventually be e&en by therr 

own faned xnbmons and then- mabihty to pnontrze the true n&tonal needs of then people 

JS we have m Chma. The people need stdbrhty m leadership. stabihty m government md d 

stable nonmtruslve relauonshlp with the rest of the world. I am .rmazed that Arnerrc~s so 
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readily tout the market economy and supply side economxs and yet m the same breath I 

attbmpt to legislate all other peoples’ forms of government 

Brickhouse Ouesfion Before we move too far down the path, I want to go back and try 

to get you to ldennfy your rationale for pushing Chma m a direction way which seemed at 
I 

odhs with the rest of the world. 

Zhou Enla . Answer- Colonel, despite my previous comments about your feebly western 
I 

attympts to snnpllfy the amblgmfies of statecraft by usmg models, I’ll cla&j my actions 
I 

by pferrmg to several constructs or matrxes to assist you m understandmg my pomts. 

Th+y are models which I am sure you are comfortable with, namely those of Dr. Derbel 

and Dr Nuechterlem. 
I 
I 
I The first ner of either Derbel’s and Nuechterlem constructs are m my opmlon 
/ 

essbntrally the same Delbel’s “Assumptions” based on ‘mtemauonal” and “domestic 
I 

entin-onments ” equate m realwt’s terms to l\llaslow’s, I mean &echt.erlem‘s “Defense of 

Homeland” or d survival need Our focus Chauman Mao’s and mme, has always been 
/ 

Ch1,na.s independence as a state We hale never med or attempted to thrust ourselves on 

the world as It were Our domestic envnonment, our independence, has alLsays dnven our 
1 

mt6rnatlond perspecuve md hence our role m the mtemauond environment I would 

Imtgrne that some neophytes of eastern history mdy hazard m opuuon that China s d 

modem nanon swte never existed Yet throughout thousads ot years of dyndstlc rule we 

h;ldi not only eulsted but flounshed as d lery homogenous md Independent stcLte And 

though we perlodlc;rlly had porous borders. we have &days retamed our mdlvlduallty. 
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our sense of smgulanty as a natron It was only m the last three hundred years through 

force and coercion that the European Powers sought to advantage themselves of our 
I 

prospenty and the potential lucratrveness of our markets Were you aware that the Bntrsh 

gross sales m opium m China went from 200 chests m 1729 to 23 thousand chests a scant 

hundred years later-7 An increase of 1000% 

I do not feel that our historical relationship with other, particularly European 

states, has been one that fostered responsible interdependency between nations I have 

successfully fought mcrementally to change that 111 Afnca and Asia We Chinese believe 

we can retam our umqueness without denying our mtemahonal growth or parucipanon in 

the world We do however msrst on accomplrshmg our pnontres the Chinese way and will 

not be coerced by the United States or those that take the Soviets’ place. 

Bnckhouse Ouestton- I have one Ltst question today and then we can perhaps resume 

I 
again tomorrow You cnticized our models but used them & d departure point for 

discourse on mtematronal and domesnc environments If your smgulanty of purpose a 3 

statesman is appropnate representation of the people of China concomrt~t wnh your 

overtichmg concerns for the contmued defense and perpetual prospenty of that natron 

state, how do you rationahze the violent reaction to the most recent democratic 

I 
moyement as rllustrated by Tiananmen Square u-t 19897 Don t such hbeml excursions Lnd 

I 
popular revolts mdicdte that there rndy exist some drssdt&tction with the pnontiz~tron of 

your efforts at internal and external stdtecrdft” 



Zhou E&u Resnonse / I use the models you are famllar with to mcreze the opportumty 

foi your understanding of our Chinese methods and goals I do not know that you can 

I 
fathom mtellectually or mtulnvely what you construe to be the paradox of modem China. 

I 

There 1s no paradox. The revolution IS important Ideology IS important. But first and 

fot’emost 1s the state and its people. The revolution 1s the implement not the determinant 
I 

byiwhlch we gird ourselves agamst hegemomsm without and reacctlomsm wlthm. Our 

reqoluuon 1s a means not an end You ask about Tlananmen In a country of over one 

bllflon men, women, and children are you nave enough to thmk that several thousand 

unhappy people represent the national psyche? Or that the unfortunate deaths of 700 
I 

unlawful or mugmded people cast even the famtest pallor on the greatness of the entire 
I 

sta!e’J You Amencans lull more than 700 people a month on your hghways due to 
I 

alcohol 

As a serviceman m America you t&e an oath to protect md defend your 
I 

co&tuuon agamst all enemies foreign and domestic. Delbel’s model cIearly discusses 
I 

“odpommiues and thre&s” m Its second tier Is the threat to the state ,my less poignant or 

re’ q If It comes from withuP Our people, the Chinese people, have always been our 

greatest resource. which 1s not to suggest that they may not become, on occasxon, a threat 

to tbemselkes You must be d re&st, just ds Nixon dnd &singer attempted to be. Your 

ob+cu\ es must correlate to your resources md power and _ _ your wrllmgness to use 
I 

the+ Tlananmen ws d tragedy which might well hdve been avoided had ZhJo Zlymg 

dctid more forcefully md more umely It was nonctheiess m the natlon;sl interest to set it 

endtd favorably ;md m bcrldnce for the state 
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You must look senously If you are to see and understand Chma’s world vrew 

Admittedly, I am somewhat of a closet Kennamte To use a favonte Chinese 

colloqutahsm, he ‘*hrt the narl on the head”, m his “long telegram ” I was fortunate to get 

I 
a copy from our man m your State Department before It was unclassified Fortunately for 

I 
us’we recogmzed the Sovrets’ xenophobra early on That 1s why we so endorsed NATO 

and the United States’ role m countenng overseas Soviet adventures. That 1s why I have 

so Ivrgorously eschewed being rrnstakenly ahgned with the Sovret or Amencan camps Our 

bilateral relatlonshrps wnh our neighbors and our normalizatron with the Umted States 
I 

msbred our borders for sufficient ttme to consohdate our postwar, post cultural 

revolunonary gams internally, without fallmg prey to the ardent lefnsts or bmldmg a 

Soj+et style bureaucrdcy It has always been one of our greatest nauonal challenges. 

ma+ntammg the balance between the radrcal leftists, the pure rdeologues, and the threat of 

such an unwreldy bureaucracy which may strfle any opportumty for growth and 

constructrve change You know that some of your hrstonans, biographers and pohtrcal 

screnusts believe that Kennan was really an elmst I am surpnsed I have not been so 
I 

branded myself I have to confess down m my revolutionary bones that I believe that the 

I 
common mdn. the worker, has little understandmg of mtematronal needs and concerns of 

a great natron state I also have come to the regrettdble conclusron that those things 

which will hex most profoundly on d people wrthm d state must be decided by 

professronal statesmdn untettered by consensus and elaborate consutuenc) debate There 
I 

ccln ibe no popular pohcy save that of the contmudnce of the state Popular Interest IS 

mextrrcably ued to the n~ttlonal Interest, which in Chmd s c&e 1s best dcsrgned and defined 
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by mlvlduals who understand the bmldmg, use and application of all sources of power 

%dlvlduals like myself 

I 

Ehdnote: 

/ The mtervlewer does not presume to Identify the sources of the Premier’s remarks 

qey are log~ally his personal recollections and expenences which reflect the 

prkponderence of a century of revolunon, tumult, governance and diplomacy 

I Should any futher readmgs be reqmred m order to ampllfy the Prermers remarks, 
I 

the followmg may be referred to. 

a ,Dlck Wilson, Zhou Enla- A BloPraphy , (New York, V&mg Pengum Books, 1986) 

b Ronald Keith, The Dmlomacv of Cho En-lal, (yew York, ST -Martms Press, 1989) 

c p T’len-mm, “The Questloon of Cho En-la,” The Natlon, May 1.1976 

d Fuo-kang Shdo, “Zho Enla s Diplomacy and the Neutrallzatlon of Indo-Chma,l954, 

Th& China Ouarterlv. September, 1986 

e Lung-Kuang-p’u. “Chou En-la: A Judgement,” Issues and Studies , March, 1976. 


